The Jesus I Missed
Matthew 1-3
Week of April 11, 2010
Coming Together

Introducing the topic as you get to know the people in your group
· How do ancestors and family histories affect who we are? 

· Who is one person in your family history that has had a tremendous impact on your life and family? What did they do to leave such a lasting impact?
Unwrapping God’s Principles

Helping you discover principles that apply to your life

· Read Matthew 1:1-17. If all we knew about the Bible were the names listed in these verses what are three observations we could make about Jesus’ heritage?
· Read Matthew 1:18-25 and Isaiah 7:14. Listed below are three truths that come from the Doctrine of the Virgin Birth. What are the implications of each of these truths? 

Jesus is truly human –

Jesus is truly divine – 

Jesus was born without sin – 

·  How does Hebrews 4:14-16 describe Jesus?

· Read Matthew 3:1-17. What was the essence of John the Baptist’s message? 
Influencing Our World

Helping you impact your world as you apply God’s principles

· When people hear about Jesus miraculous or virgin birth, what are some of their typical questions or objections? How can we help answer them?
· How would a typical church have handled Mary’s pre-marital pregnancy? 

Deepening Our Hearts for God

Helping you take a step closer and deeper with your Creator

· What encouragement can people gather from Jesus’ humble heritage?
· At the end of Matthew 3:17, God says, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  What would you need to do this week for God to say this about you?
Committing the Word to Memory

Putting God’s Word in our hearts so we live it out with our lives
“14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:14–16 (ESV)

Looking Ahead

Helping you to prepare for what God wants to teach you next

Next week we will be studying Matthew 4:1-11. How was Jesus tempted? What strategies did He use to overcome these temptations? From these verses, what principles can we learn and apply to our lives?   
Praying for One Another

Sharing and Praying for the Needs of our Group and Community

Community Requests

· What is happening in our community that we need to be praying for? What needs are there? What opportunities are there?
Church Requests

· Pray for our Senegal Team who are due back on April 13th.
· Pray for effective follow up from Easter decisions. 
· Pray for staff and leadership as we make the final steps towards self-governance.

Individual Requests

